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Dear Josh: 

The American Cancer Society recognizes an obligation to support research 
in the areas of medicine, biology, and related physical sciences that 
are clearly relevant to the problem of cancer. It also acknowledges a 
responsibility to do its fair share in supporting research that in a 
broad sense underlies the cancer problem in ways that cannot now be 
spelled out in detail. For example, morphological, biophysical and 
biochemical investigations of normal differentiation might fall in this 
category-- or the molecular structure of the nucleic acids. 

The Scientific Advisory Council and the Staff of the Society have given 
much thought to the problem of supporting in the most effective and 
desirable ways the several categories of research that lie within the 
total program of the Society, Recently the question has come up as to 
whether or not the present Advisory Committees should be supplemented with 
an additional Committee that would advise on research proposals in fields 
that the Society feels should be covered but that may not be immediately 
relevant to the missions of existing Advisory Committees as implied by 
their titles. Preliminary consideration of this question by the Council 
makes it clear that there could be both advantages and disadvantages in 
the establishment of such a new Committee, the nature of these depending 
to some extent on how it is done and how respon@bilit ies are assigned. 

It occurs to me that it would be useful to have the opinions of about a ' 
hundred active workers whose researches might fall in the areas of special 
interest to such a new Committee. I am therefore asking you if you will 
answer the five questions on the enclosed sheets. 

I suggest that you answer them in order before reading subsequent questions. 
Do not worry about consistency in answers from question to question. 

I want to add that this is an unofficial survey that I am doing personally 
as Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Council. I hope the results will 
be useful in future deliberations of the Council. 

Sincerely yours, 

G. W . Beadle 


